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HOUSE COMMITTEE
ON
AGRICULTURE

House Bill 290

Informational Testimony of Greg Ames, Administrator
Agricultural Science Division, Montana Department of Agriculture

MR. CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE:

Good afternoon, my name is Greg Ames. I am the Administrator of the
Agricultural Science Division with the Montana Department of Agriculture. We
understand the concept behind the bill and support small businesses, farmer markets, and

other venues that promote “grow and buy local.”

House Bill 290 seeks to change the Produce Act, which supports one of the
department’s top priorities - protecting the health and safety of Montana agriculture and
consumers. Department inspectors, performing routine inspections at farmers markets
provide market participants with information on pests and diseases of fresh fruit and
vegetables, grade standards used in marketing produce and Good Agricultural

Practices/Good Handling Practices to reduce microbial contamination of produce.

And while we certainly support growing, selling, and the consumption of local
produce, the importation or movement of uninspected produce from outside a local area
carries risk of introduction and spread of pests and diseases. We are concerned that a
larger number of market participants will be exempt from the license requirement,
making it more difficult for the department to trace pests, diseases, or contaminated fruits

and vegetables.

The current license fee of $50 is only required if the grower is selling more than

$15,000 in annual produce sales.
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A Produce Dealer license is required for the following:
+ Anyone who wholesales produce in the state;

+ Anyone transporting produce from out of state for
retail sale in Montana; and

+ Anyone retailing produce grown in the state when
gross retail sales exceed $15,000 annually.

You must obtain a Produce Dealer license each year
by January 1, using one of these two options:

H

» Contact the Department's Commadity Services
Bureau to get the appropriate forms; or

Download the license form at agr.mt.gov/licensing/
forms/ProduceDIrLicForm.doc.

All applicable fees are due with the license
application.
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Licenses are required for any person or business that
sells or distributes nursery stock in Montana, including
the following:

* Nursery growers;

-

Retail and wholesale stores carrying nursery stock;

Exporters and importers of nursery stock;
* Landscapers; and
+ Farmers market vendors,

You must obtain a nursery license annually, using one
of these two options:

1.Contact the department to get information and the
appropriate forms; or

2.Download the license application form at mt.gov/
revenue/formsandresources/forms/MA.pdf.



